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Preface Some thirty years ago I followed the rehearsals of Ingmar Bergrnan's production of The Ghost Sonata at the Royal Dramatic Theatre (Dramaten) In Stockholm. This resulted the following year in a book in Swedish. The present book, though partly based on the former one, has a broader scope. Its main purpose is to illuminate the
Srrindbergian source text both as a text for the reader and as an embedded text for the spectator, that is, as a text - whether In source or target form - transposed to and received via audio Visual or aural media: stage, screen, air. The book is divided into four chapters. The first IS devoted to an analysis of the source text, the second to various
translation problems related to English and American renderings of the play, the third ro some significant stage productions, and the fourth to some adaptations of it for radio and television. Special attention is given to Ingmac Bergrnan's highlysuccessful 1973 production. The four chapters are framed by a Prologue and an Epilogue. In the former, I
elucidate the biographical and literary background. In the latter, I discuss the impact of the play, both as a text and as a production, on dramatists and directors. Four appendices provide detailed Information about the drama text and about Bcrgman's [973 production, a complete transcription of which is found in the last appendix. At the end of the
book, there is a select, annotated list of productions, intended to supplement the discussion in chapters Three and Four and to stimulate further research. Unless otherwise indicated, all quotations from non-english sources, including Strindberg's source text, are in my own rendering, although I naturally owe much to existing translations of
Spohsonaten, the Swedish title of the play that concerns us. I use the past tense for non-duracive modes (stage) and the present tense for durativc (repeatable) modes (text, screen, air). The existence of a taped, i.e. durativc recording of a stage presentation cannot change the fundamental fact that such a recording can never correspond completely to
the intended live performance, the non-repeatable theatrical event. 'Recipient' is used as an umbrella term for the reader, the spectator and the listener. The typography of drama texts varies somewhat. Since such variation seems rather irrelevant, I have deemed it desirable to standardize the typography as follows: for stage and acting directions, I
use italics throughout. The same principle IS applied In my transcriptions of performance passages. Speaker-labels are put In low-case capitals and printed in roman.9 8 S~~ndberg:\ T~
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